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2020 Board members 

Commodore: Ralph Unglaube     Rear Commodore: Richard Doss     Vice Commodore: Justin Hill 

Treasurer: Sheron Faulk     Secretary: Laura Gayfield     Newsletter: Philippe Girard 

Race: Stuart Thibodeaux     Harbor: Scott Cesar     Grounds: Jim Nesbitt     Social: Summer Rice  

 

News                                                        

• The board met on 10 March 2020. Some highlights: 

• The board is looking at bids to redo the roof and the overhang.  

• Justin changed the lights in the upstairs clubhouse room; Scott led a work party to fix the 

docks. Thanks to all those who helped! 

• The club has a Hobie Cat for sale. It’s on the west side of the beach (near the peninsula) 

and has a “for sale” sign on it. We’ll auction it at the 11 April social (if you can’t attend 

the social, send your bid to Sheron Faulk or Ralph Unglaube). 

• Dragon boats will again be stored at the club for a few weeks this spring. 

• The board also discussed a potential fee increase (see page 3). This is tentative and will 

not go into effect unless it is approved by 2/3 of members. There will be a vote on the 

matter at the 11 April social. If you can’t attend the social in person, send your yeas and 

nays to Ralph Unglaube ahead of time. 

• Our sailing lessons will take place the 1st week of June. We’ll need help again, i.e. one person 

one shore for paperwork; 5-6 sailing instructors for the first few days; and someone to help fix 

the SunFish ahead of time (the club will pay for parts). Contact Philippe Girard at 

pg245091@hotmail.com to volunteer. Contact Sheron at Ship to Shore to sign up students. 

• Our crawfish social will be on 11 April at 5:30 pm. Last names A-K bring dessert, L-Z bring 

side items. There’ll be live music. A ticket for 5 lbs of crawfish goes for $25. Important: buy 

your tickets ahead of time! We have to order the crawfish ahead of time, so we can’t accept 

late orders on the day of. See Summer Rice for info.  

• The racing season has begun. Join us every Wednesday at 5:30 pm for the “hot dog” race. 

Bring a friend along too! If you’re new to the club or new to racing, see some tips on how to 

race page 2: this is part 2 of a series that will continue in the next few newsletters. 

• For updates on the I-10 bridge, go to i10lakecharles.com 

 

Schedule 

Wed.  March 11  Series 1, Race 1 FIRST WED SERIES 

Wed.  March 18  Series 1, Race 2 

Wed.  March 25  Series 1, Race 3 

Wed.  April 1              Series 1, Race 4 

Wed.  April 8              Series 1, Race 5 

Sat.       Apr. 11                        Crawfish social (5:30). Buy tickets ahead of time! 

 

Skippers meeting for Wed. series @ 5:30; actual race @ 6 pm on the water. Wed. night races 

will have hot dogs afterwards. Regattas and Winter Series are held on Saturdays with 

skipper’s meeting @ 12:30 PM; actual race @ 1 pm on the water. 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:pg245091@hotmail.com
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New to racing? A beginner’s guide… (part 2) 
 

Want to try racing? It looks intimidating, but it’s actually easy, cheap, and fun. We’d like more 

people to sail--especially young people and women, because they tend to be few. Here are a few tips. 

See last month’s newsletter for tips on how to enter a race. This week: how to know who won. 

 

7- How do I know who won the race? 

For some of the bigger regattas, we’ll have a race committee boat that will time everyone. But for 

most races at the yacht club, you’re supposed to keep your own time: start your watch during the start 

sequence (5 minutes before the start) and stop it at the finish line. When you’re back at the club, write 

that time on the sign-up sheet on the bar counter (deduct the 5 minutes of the start sequence).  

 

If you signed up for the race but didn’t actually start (say: you flipped your boat during the starting 

sequence), write DNS (did not start). If you quit before the end (say: the wind was minimal and you 

got bored), write DNF (did not finish). If you were disqualified (say: you started your engine during 

the race), write DSQ (disqualified). 

 

Don’t forget to write your name, boat type, and Portsmouth Number on the sign-up sheet. It indicates 

how fast your boat should be on paper (the lower the number, the faster the boat is supposed to be on 

paper). A fancy model of catamaran might be ranked in the 50s; standard catamarans are in the 70s; a 

SunFish is 99.6; a big monohull is in the 100s. Portsmouth numbers for common boat types can be 

found on the sign-up sheet and https://www.ussailing.org/competition/offshore/portsmouth-yardstick-

table-pre-calculated-classes/. Watch out: the number can be different if you’re alone on your boat or if 

you have a mate with you (75.17 vs. 77.5 on a Prindle 16). The number is lower if you’re alone (“one 

up”) because the boat is lighter and potentially faster because of the reduced drag. 

 

So… who won? If you’re racing against boats of the same class (everyone has a SunFish, for 

example), then it’s easy: the lowest time wins! Most of the time, however, we’ll have a smorgasbord 

of boat types, some of which can’t possibly beat others, even with a great skipper, because they’re 

intrinsically slower. This is where the Portsmouth number comes in: The race director will convert 

your total time to decimals, multiply it by 100, and divide that figure by the Portsmouth number. The 

corrected time can now be compared across boat types because better boats are penalized (they 

receive a handicap). This means that a SunFish that arrives one minute behind a Hobbie can later be 

declared the winner based on corrected time. 

 

The ranking can be broken down into smaller categories. For most of our races, we will do two 

rankings, one for monohulls and one for catamarans. We need at least 3 boats per class, so if few 

people are racing there will be a single “open Portsmouth” class with everyone in it. 

 

Regattas (on Saturdays) are one-day affairs. Your score for that race (which might include multiple 

races run back to back) will determine who won that particular regatta. 

 

We also have series (the Winter series and the Wednesday “hot dog” series). These usually include 6 

days of racing. You’ll accumulate points each week based on your results, and the overall winner of 

the series will be based on the overall performance in the series. In this case, it pays to be consistent 

and to show up for every race. 

 

Next week… dos and don’ts, plus common tactics! 

  

https://www.ussailing.org/competition/offshore/portsmouth-yardstick-table-pre-calculated-classes/
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/offshore/portsmouth-yardstick-table-pre-calculated-classes/
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Potential fee increase 
 

The board discussed whether to raise fees (which have been the same since 2008). A majority of 

the board voted in favor, but the fee increase needs to be approved by a 2/3 majority of 

members. All members will get to vote on the matter at the April 11 th social. To help you decide 

on the matter, I am reproducing 2 messages from board members who were in favor and against. 

 

Pro (message from Sheron Faulk) 

“Proposed DUES increase approved by LCYC board and needs 2/3 vote of attending members at 

April 11 meeting.  

FAMILY-ADULT membership    

One time nonrefundable -Initiation fee  $300  $400              Quarterly dues  $90* $105 

INDEPENDENT Student (any age full time student)     

Initiation fee  $100    $200            Quarterly dues  $60*     90 

JR member age 8-18 not dependent of a member  

Initiation fee $100      $200           Quarterly dues $60*    $90 

NON RESIDENT (reside over 50 miles from LC, no boat at LCYC)   

Initiation fee  $200  $300          Quarterly dues  $60*    $90 

If leaving a boat or trailer at LCYC please ADD: 

WET SLIP (boat in water) billed quarterly w/dues  

$150 DRY SLIP (boat on land)  billed quarterly w/dues                                   $180 

$30 TRAILER  (empty trailers left on LCYC property) billed quarterly         $40 

$30 BOARDS or KAYAKS left on land billed quarterly with dues $10           $20 

  

REASONS to increase revenue 

                New  Roof $20,000 

                Closing auto gate with Keypad to monitor members using club and non paying members 

                Repair to DOCKS  $20,000 

                Expenses Increased over last 5 YEARS since 2014 in insurance, electric from 2021 to 5240, 

trash from 1300 to 1700, grass cut from 4640 to 7996, Social from 2440 to 4111 

                Lack of volunteers to do work at club so contractors need to be hired 

                Dredging is coming up again 

                Expenses in 2019, new floor, interior paint, bar and TV, tables and chairs. 

  

OTHER OPTIONS discussed:  Catamarans using 2 slips paying higher rate 

charge all members a maintance surcharge which is allowed in bylaws.” 

 

 

Con (message from Philippe Girard) 

“As indicated at the meeting on Tuesday, I will vote against the increase. We've been in the green 

ever since I have been on the board and the $80K of reserves should be plenty enough to cover 

essentials like the new roof. Should we need to increase revenue, my preference would be to get more 

members to join. The club is currently underutilized so there is room for more people. No hard 

feelings if a majority of members vote otherwise!” 
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On the water: overall 2019 race results 

 
Many thanks to Stuart Thibodeaux for organizing a great racing seaso n! Winners were 

recognized at our annual banquet organized by Summer Rice. See photos of some of the 

recipients on the next pages. 
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On the water: awards banquet 
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On the water: March Winds Regatta (7 March 2020) 
 

We ran two simultaneous races: our own March Winds regatta as well as the FS Cajun Country 

championship, which brought various racers from the Gulf Coast . The wind was very light on 

the 1st race, then it picked up for races 2 and 3. It shi fted a lot too, which made for tricky 

racing. Many thanks to Stuart Thibodeaux and all the people who ran the race committee. 

 

The winds were much better for the first “hot dog” race on 3/11. Sun, mild weather, strong 

southern breeze... it was great! Tentative results indicated that I + Rémy Girard won the 

multihull race and Robert Goodson won the monohull  race. I’ll have official results next month. 
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LCYC 2020 RACE AND SOCIAL SCHEDULE  
 

Sat. Jan 11  Winter Series Race 4 

Sat.  Feb 8  Winter Series Race 5 
Thur. Feb 13  Awards Banquet 

Thur.  Feb 20   Mardi Gras Lighted Boat Parade 

Sat.  March 7                    March Winds Regatta & 2020 Flying Scot Cajun Country Championship  
Sun. March 8  Daylight saving begins 

Wed.  March 11  Series 1, Race 1 FIRST WED SERIES 

Wed.  March 18  Series 1, Race 2 
Wed.  March 25  Series 1, Race 3 

Wed.  April 1  Series 1, Race 4 

Wed.  April 8  Series 1, Race 5 
Sat. April 11  LCYC SOCIAL 

Wed. April 15  Series 1, Race 6 

Sat.  April 18  Race to Prien LCYC 
Wed.     April 22  Series 2 Race 1 NEW SERIES BEGINS 

Sat April 25  LAYC – Crawfish Regatta 

Wed. April 29  Series 2, Race 2 
Sat.  May 2  Contraband Days Regatta/Pirate Festival 

Wed.  May 6  Series 2, Race 3 

Wed.  May 13  Series 2, Race 4 
Wed.  May 20  Series 2, Race 5 

Wed.  May 27  Series 2, Race 6 

Week of  June 1   week of sailing lessons 
Wed.  June 3  Series 3, Race 1 NEW SERIES BEGINS 

Fri  June 5  Texas 4000 hosting 

Wed.  June 10  Series 3, Race 2 
Sat.              June 13                          LCYC SOCIAL  

Wed.  June 17  Series 3, Race 3 

Sat. June 20  Flag Day Regatta LCYC 
Wed.  June 24  Series 3, Race 4 

Wed. July 1  Series 3, Race 5 

Wed.  July 8  Series 3, Race 6 
Wed.  July 15  Series 4, Race 1 NEW SERIES BEGINS 

Sat.  July 18  Ladies/Gentleman’s / 1st timer Regatta LCYC 
Wed.  July 22  Series 4, Race 2 

Wed.  July 29  Series 4, Race 3  

Wed.  Aug 5  Series 4, Race 4 
Wed.  Aug 12  Series 4, Race 5 

Sat.  Aug 15  Dog Days Regatta, LCYC 

Wed.  Aug 19  Series 4, Race 6 
Sat.             Aug 22                           LCYC SOCIAL  

Wed.  Aug 26  Series 5, Race 1 NEW SERIES BEGINS 

Wed.  Sept 2  Series 5, Race 2 
Wed.  Sept. 9  Series 5, Race 3 

Sat. Sept 12  Patriot Day Regatta LCYC 

Wed.  Sept 16  Series 5, Race 4 
Wed.  Sept 23  Series 5, Race 5 

Wed. Sept 30  Series 5 Race 6 

Sat.  Oct 10  Winter Series, Race 1 NEW SERIES BEGINS 
Sat              Oct 17                         LAYC – Gumbo Regatta 

Sat.             Oct. 24                          LCYC SOCIAL  

Sun.  Nov 1  Daylight saving ends 
Sat.  Nov 14  Winter Series, Race 2 

Sat.  Dec 5  Christmas Lighted Boat Parade 

Sat.  Dec 12  Winter Series, Race 3 

Fri.             Dec. 18                          LCYC SOCIAL Christmas Party 

Sat.  Jan 9 2021  Winter Series, Race 4 

Sat.  Feb 13 2021  Winter Series, Race 5 
 

Skippers meeting for Wed. series races @ 5:30. 

Wed. night races will have hot dogs and sides afterwards. BYOB 
Regattas and Winter Series are held on Saturdays with skipper’s meeting at 12:30 PM. 

Generally keep your own time and report it to race committee. 

These races will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing. 
Sailing instructions will be available before races. 
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For sail 
 

Want to sell a boat? Send the information (including description, price, and 

contact info) to pg245091@hotmail.com 

 

LCYC burgee flags 12”x18”        $21.95 

info@shiptoshoreco.com   Call 474.0730   

 

 

 

Message from Todd Gardner: “Do you if any LCYC members might have a spare Inter/Nacra traveler 

car they would like to sell? “ Contact flipperh16@msn.com or 281-827-5508 

 

For Sale: 1982 West Wight Potter 19 - $7,000.00 LOA 18' 6", LWS 16' 6", Beam 7' 6" Draft: Keel Up 

8", Keel Down 3' 7" All Sails and Rigging, Honda 5 hp, Trailer Tongue Extension Located in Baton 

Rouge, LA Call Derrel at 225-261-5648 or 225-454-9453 or 225-888-3186 E-Mail - 

siouxrobin@cox.net (photo below) 

 

 
 

 

Al Rees (akrees@bellsouth.net, 337-234-6878) My San Juan 21 is 

for sale. 1980 20.5' Clark Boat Company San Juan 21. The boat is 

in good condition. It has been dry-sailed, that is to say its on its 

trailer when not being sailed. Mostly I have used the boat for local 

races. New Doyle mainsail, jib, and genoa purchased less than 2 

years ago are in excellent condition. An older set of sails are 

included. New winch for swing keel was installed last year. 

Included is a heavy duty aluminum trailer with a new axle and spare 

tire and winch. Asking: $ 3000. See photos at 

https://www.sailboatlistings.com/view/74957.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pg245091@hotmail.com
mailto:info@shiptoshoreco.com
mailto:flipperh16@msn.com
mailto:siouxrobin@cox.net
mailto:akrees@bellsouth.net
https://www.sailboatlistings.com/view/74957
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1972 Morgan 22 for sale, it has all the amenities that where offered except the alcohol stove.  there 

are two main sails one jib and one genoa, also all new halyards.  There is a custom made galvanized 

trailer with new tires.  It is currently in storage in Freeport, Tx.  I have been asking $4500.00 Ray 

Leach 337-660-8877 

 

 

FOR SALE: Two Flying Scots, $500 

each 

Fort Walton Yacht Club 

Contact : FleetCaptain@FWYC.org, 

(850) 865 9042 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1970's 14' Dolphin with spars and no sail, similar to SUNFISH. Call RON at 210.378.5156 in LC 

1976 Alcort Sunfish. Fair condition. New cockpit bailer. $500.00 Call Scott @ 337-588-7516 

I have more boats than I know what to do with.  I need to sell some. Here is the list: 

 West Wight Potter 19, WWP 19’ 

Theodore Tugboat, 14’ Skiff dressed up like Theodore 

AMF Puffer, 12’ sloop with trailer, registered 

AMF Puffer, 12’ sloop with trailer, not registered 

Optimist Dinghy with sails, no trailer 

Bayou Skiff with sails, or row, no trailer, 14 ‘ long 

16’ plywood canoe 

8’ Solo Kayak 

Call 337 477 5483 or e-mail  kabrahams@startmail.com Ken Abrahams 

 

 

 Free Hobbie 14 frame in Moss Bluff: call Tony 

Barbier 337 215 1857 (left) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

callto:337-660-8877
mailto:FleetCaptain@FWYC.org
mailto:kabrahams@startmail.com
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Mailing address:  

LCYC 

P.O. Box 727 

Lake Charles, LA 70601 
 

 

LCYC is a member of: 

Gulf Yachting 

Association and U.S. 

Sailing 

 
 
 
 

 

Join us on 
 

• Facebook Page                   www.facebook.com/.../Lake-Charles-Yacht-Club/ 
 

• Google Groups            LCYC Sailing@googlegroups.com 
 

• Yahoo Groups                     http://groups.yahoo.com/group/saillc/ 
 

• LCYC Website                      www.lakecharlesyachtclub.com/ 
 

 

 

Please remember…  
 

• DUES AND FEES – Dues and fees must be received no later than the 15th of the second month of the quarter to 

avoid late fee. Payments are applied to older balances first. Mail to LCYC, P.O. Box 727, Lake Charles, LA 

70601 

• Lock the gate when you leave. 
 

• Please clean the clubhouse after use 
 

• Please do not leave the air conditioners running. 
 

• If you took it out (boats, gear, sails, silverware, whatever), put it back. 
 

• Pick up your trash and dispose of it in the garbage cans or the dumpster. For extra credit, you can pick 

up someone else’s trash they left out! 

 

• Watch out for power lines! If your aluminum mast touches one, you may be badly burned or worse. 

 

• If something on a club boat breaks, report it to a member of the Board or Ship to Shore so that repairs can be 

made. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/
mailto:Sailing@googlegroups.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/saillc/
http://www.lakecharlesyachtclub.com/

